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clude Lalvin FC9, Fermiv n 701 , Fermivi
SM102 [3].

•	 No additional sugar or sulfites are al-
lowed in fermentation.

	  

Cognac’s Crus [1]
Wine Region 

and Major 
Towns

Climate Rock Type 
and Color Soil Particle Size

Grande 
Champagne 

(Cognac, 
Segonzac) 

Grande Champagne 
has more continental 

climate influence

Limestone. 
Light in color

Chalk with a high clay content (Ar-
gilo-calcareous) and shallow depth 

over chalky limestone. Petite 
Champagne has more compact 

soil.

Petite 
Champagne 

(Jonzac, 
Barbezieux)

Petite Champagne 
has more oceanic cli-
mate influence than 
Grand Champagne 

and a larger vineyard 
area.

Limestone. 
Light in color

Chalk with a high clay content (Ar-
gilo-calcareous) and shallow depth 

over chalky limestone. Petite 
Champagne has more compact 

soil than Grand Champagne

Borderies 
(Burie)

Continental climate.  
Smallest of the Co-

gnac Crus.

Flint and 
decalcified 
limestone. 

Light in color.

Sandy clay with larger flint stones /
nodules

Fin Bois  
(Angouleme, 
Saintes, St-

Jean d’Angely)

Continental climate.  
Largest vineyard 

platings of any cru.

Red in color. A thin layer of “Groies” soil, which 
is a reddish soil composed of clay 
with fine sand of limestone (argi-

lo-calcareous) with stones

Bons Bois
(Saujon, 

Montlieu-la-
Garde)

Oceanic in the west 
and continental in the 

east.  

Limestone. 
Light in color.

Sandy soils in coastal areas, 
certain valleys, and over the entire 
southern part of the winegrowing 

area

Bois 
Ordinaires ou 
Bois a Terroirs
(La Rochelle, 

Rochefort)

Oceanic in the west 
and continental in 
the east.  Smallest 
vineyard plantings. 

Limestone. 
Light in color

Sandy soils in coastal areas, 
certain valleys, and over the entire 
southern part of the winegrowing 

area

•	 Champagne comes from the Latin word Campania, associated with limestone soils. In 
Cognac, Champagne has nothing to do with the Champagne (sparkling wine) region, as 
this is located in France’s Champagne-Ardenne administrative region. 

•	 For more on the influence of climate, soils, and viticulture on winemaking,  
https://www.hawaiibevguide.com/viticulture.html


